
Audition Notice
ROPE

by Patrick Hamilton

Directed by Brendan James and Charles Langford

Venue: Windsor School of Arts, 381 Lutwyche Rd, Windsor

Performance dates: 1, 2, 7, 8, 9, 14, 15 July

Rehearsals: Starting Monday 17th April
Mondays & Thursdays 6:30 - 9:30 pm
Sundays 1:30 - 4:30 pm

Audition Details

Date: Sunday, 26th March

Times: 10:00am

Call back (if required): Monday, 27th March, 6:30pm

Audition Information:

● Check the dates. If you cannot make any of the performance dates or critical rehearsals, do
not audition. Unavailability at certain points during the production may not be critical, but
we can avoid awkwardness and additional work if people provide info at this early stage.

● Complete the Audition Registration Form to register your interest with your name, phone
number and role/s you’re auditioning for.

● Practice and prepare one (or more) of the script extracts for your preferred character(s) -
these will be read together as audition pieces on the day.

● Email production@growltheatre.org.au for more information or any questions.

Membership fees: If you are cast for a role, you will need to become a financial member of Growl

Theatre which is $30 per calendar year.

www.growltheatre.org.au

Performance Address: Windsor School of Arts, 381 Lutwyche Rd, Windsor, Qld, 4030

Mailing Address: 21 Yarraman St, Lutwyche, Qld, 4030

mailto:production@growltheatre.org.au
http://www.growltheatre.org.au


SYNOPSIS
A brilliantly tense play from Patrick Hamilton, the author of Gaslight, which was performed by Growl

Theatre in 2022.

Believing themselves to be intellectually superior to their contemporaries, two friends murder their
fellow undergraduate purely to see if they can get away with it.

They then throw a party, serving food from the top of the trunk where they have hidden his body.
Tension and suspicions increase as the evening wears on.

First produced and published in 1929, and filmed by Alfred Hitchcock in 1948, Rope remains one of
the classics of the thriller genre and its themes are still relevant to the current day.

CHARACTERS - DESCRIPTION & AGES
Wyndham Brandon - Male, 20-30s (Large role, approximately ~200 lines)
A wealthy, charming and intelligent young man who is also a cold-blooded murderer. Feeling superior

in all things, and a dangerously firm believer in Friedrich Nietzche’s Ubermensch (Superman)

concept.

Charles Granillo - Male, 20-30s (Large role, approximately ~200 lines)
Brandon's friend and accomplice in the murder, he is less confident and more nervous. Well-thought

of as courteous and friendly by others, he grows more nervous and panicked and struggles to hide it,

even with a few drinks as the night goes on.

Kenneth Raglan - Male, 20-25 (Small role, approximately ~50 lines)
Younger than Brandon and Granillo, Kenneth looks up to Brandon. Simple and quite hopeless but

overall likable with a sense of humor and fun to any dinner party.

Leila Arden - Female, 20-25 (Small role, approximately ~50 lines)
Representing an ignorant and obnoxious society, and with pure young innocence, Leila is a beautiful

and flirtatious young woman who is a close friend of the murdered victim.

Sir Johnstone Kentley - Male, 40-50s (Small role, approximately ~50 lines)
The father of the murdered victim, Sir Johnstone is a placid old man, previously in positions of power,

though he’s never abused it like Brandon and Granillo. Now retired, he’s an avid book collector and

cares for his family, including his invalid wife.
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Mrs Debenham - Female, 50-60s (NOTE: This role has been precast)
Sir Johnston’s sister, and clueless, distant, and dull. When she does talk (rarely), it’s always vague and

unimportant. Played as a small piece of comic relief but also an accurate picture of a shallow society.

Rupert Cadell - Male, 25-30s (Large role, approximately ~200 lines)

Former teacher to Brandon and Granillo, Rupert is a charismatic, observant and calculating

poet with an injury and mental anguish after experiencing WW1. Easily aggravated,

especially by the younger Leila and Kenneth, who he approaches with sarcasm.

Could be approached as a smart detective, a philosopher, a cheeky rival to Brandon and

Granillo, and/or an angry, vengeful force of malice hidden by a mask of a witty artist.

Sabot/Mrs. Wilson -  Male/Female, 25-40s (Small role, approximately ~50 lines)

Cast as either a French servant or an English maid, this role is Brandon and Granillo’s hired

help, who sets up for the party. Dutiful and attentive, they always do their best to please

their young masters and guests.
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Rehearsal Schedule

APRIL: Sunday 16, 1:30pm, Monday 17 6:30pm, Thursday 20, 6:30pm, Sunday 23, 1:30pm, Monday

24, 6:30pm, Thursday 27 6:30pm, Sunday 30, 1:30pm

MAY: Monday 1, 6:30pm, Thursday 4, 6:30pm, Sunday 7, 1:30pm, Monday 8, 6:30pm, Thursday 11,

6:30pm, Sunday 14, 1:30pm, Monday 15, 6:30pm, Thursday 18, 6:30pm, Sunday 21, 1:30pm,

Monday 22, 6:30pm, Thursday 25, 6:30pm, Sunday 28, 1:30pm

JUNE: Thursday 1, 6:30pm, Sunday 4, 6:30pm, Monday 5, 6:30pm, Thursday 8, 6:30pm, Sunday 11,

1:30pm, Monday 12, 6:30pm, Thursday 15, 6:30pm, Sunday 18, 1:30pm

Tech Set up:
JUNE: Saturday 17 10am, Sunday 18, 10am

*Critical* Dress/Tech Rehearsals:
JUNE: Sunday 18, 1:30pm, Monday 19, 6:30pm,  Thursday 22, 6:30pm, Sunday 25, 1:30pm, Monday

26, 6:30pm, Thursday 29, 6:30pm

Performances:
JULY: Saturday 1, Sunday 2 (matinee), Friday 7, Saturday 8, Sunday 9 (matinee), Friday 14, Saturday

15 (matinee and evening show).

7:30pm evening shows, 2:00pm matinee shows

Bump Out:
JULY: Sunday 16, 10am

Please note: While every step will be taken to ensure a happy and safe production on these dates, the ongoing

presence of COVID in the community may mean the production could be delayed or postponed.
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Rehearsal Schedule (Calendar)
APRIL

Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su

16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

MAY
Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su

 1 2  3 4 5 6 7
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JUNE
Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su

    1 2 3 4
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JULY
Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su

           1 2
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Rehearsal Critical

Rehearsal Performance
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SCRIPT EXTRACTS
Extract #1 - Brandon and Granillo talk after the murder





Extract #2 - Leila, Raglan, Sir Johnstone and Mrs Debenham join the party

with Brandon and Granillo









Extract #3 - Rupert walks in on Brandon and Granillo having an argument



Extract #4 - Rupert questions Sabot


